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Fáilte roimh ár bhfanizine nua!

Window Timetable

Hello and welcome to our brand new fanzine, which we hope you will enjoy
and find really useful on your journey to Plovdiv! We’ve packed it full fun
facts and some tips on how to navigate yourself arouynd the place. Plus,
and most importantly, we have filled it lots of propaganda to say how
great we are. Enjoy!

The Lansdowne Roar Team!

AMHRÁN NA BHFIANN

Wednesday 19th: Bulgaria v Ireland Preview
Thursday 20th: Pre-Game / Aftermath LIVE

Saturday 22nd: Ireland v Bulgaria Preview
Sunday 23rd: Pre-Game / Aftermatch LIVE!

Monday 24th: Window Review LIVE!

Catch us LIVE! on YouTube, Facebook and Twitter!

Sinne Fianna Fáil, atá faoi gheall ag Éirinn,
Buíon dár slua thar toinn do ráinig chughainn,
Faoi mhóid bheith saor, Seantír ár sinsear feasta,
Ní fhágfar faoin tíorán ná faoin tráill.

Head Writer: James Agnew Editor: David Dunne Additonal Art: Jo Harrison & Sean Dempsey

Anocht a théam sa bhearna baoil,
Le gean ar Ghaeil, chun báis nó saoil,
Le gunna scréach faoi lámhach na bpiléar,
Seo libh canaig amhrán na bhfiann



Editor’s Message

Thankfully young James popped over to Plovdiv last month on a bit of a reccy for
Lansdowne Roar. We promised him expenses, unfortunately, we haven’t got any money
so that won’t be happening. Sorry (again) James that you had to find out this way, I didn’t
have the balls to tell you in person. We’ll make it two beanie hats. 

As you know, Lansdowne ROAR travels to EVERY Ireland game and we broadcast LIVE
from every ground before and after the game. So don’t forget to tune in just after the final
whistle! If they even have Wi-Fi in the ground. You never know with these away games…

But in the hopeful case they do (I joke, it’ll be grand) you can catch us on YouTube, Twitter
and of course Facebook. That’s of course if young Conor doesn’t get stopped from
entering the media section, again. His little face in the Olympic Stadium in Helsinki….

Keep in mind, this is our first stab at a fanzine. We’re hoping to make it a bit of regular
thing as time goes on and of course a bit better. Feedback is welcome! Although, keep it
friendly. (Only positive feedback will be accepted, if it’s good enough for JD..)
Oky doke, we’ll leave it there folks. If you see Conor and I wandering around the beautiful
old city of Plovdiv, don’t be shy. And you’t won’t offend me with cash. 

I know it’s a bit of an old cliché, but you wonderful people make the pod what it is and for
that we are incredibly grateful. 

Slainte!
David

Hello dear reader! Welcome to our brand-
new fanzine which we hope will help you on
your travels to Plovdiv. If not, use google
maps. We have lashed together an eclectic
mix of touristy spots and above average
watering holes, for you, yes you, to enjoy.
Well, I say we, it’s more down to James, I’m
just the greedy editor who takes all the
credit. Sorry James, here’s a beanie hat. 



Capital: Sofia

Flag: White, green and red horizontal stripes. 
Area: 110,913 sq km
Population: 6.7 million

Language: Bulgarian
Official script: Cyrillic
Time zone: UTC+2 (Eastern European Time)

EU Membership: Bulgaria is one of the 27 members of the EU. They joined in
2007. 

Currency: Lev
Current exchange rate: 1 Bulgarian Lev = 0.51 Euro
Prime Minister: Rosen Zhelyazkov

Religion: There is no official state religion. The majority of religious Bulgarians
are members of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church. Religious minorities include
Muslims, Christians, Jews and Gregorian Armenian. 

Most watched TV channel: bTV

Calling code: +359

BULGARIA



The distance between the two cities is approximately 91 miles. 
From Sofia Airport

Metro
When you arrive at Sofia Airport you can take the Metro to Sofia Central Station for connecting trains to Plovdiv. Take the yellow line to
Serdica Station (12 stops) and then change to the blue line for Central Railway Station (2 stops). The Sofia Metro Map is below:

Plovdiv - How to get there from Sofia.

When you arrive you can buy a card for the metro which covers you for travel for the duration of your stay, or you can top up your card as you
go along. For example, a 24-hour Metro Travel pass will cost 6 Lev (which is approximately €3). A 72-hour Metro Travel pass will cost 20 Lev
(which is approximately €10). These passes provide access to the entire public transportation network in Sofia (which includes all metro lines,
trams, trolleybuses, and buses). 

You can also use contactless credit or debit card to use the Metro. If you tap your card this activates a "Ticket 30+" which allows transfers
within 30 minutes for 1.60 Lev (€0.80). Using the same bank card more than twice in a day incurs a 4 Lev (€2) "Day Ticket" charge. 

Train

Train services run regularly from Sofia to Plovdiv. The journey takes approximately 2 hours and 40 minutes. Choose the fastest/direct train
option as some journeys can be much longer and slower. Both first class and second-class tickets are generally available and you can purchase
tickets online from five days before your journey. The price of a second-class one-way ticket is 12 Lev (around €6)

Tickets can be purchased via the Bulgarian Railways website https://www.bdz.bg/en The direct link to buy online
tickets is https://bileti.bdz.bg 

Bus
There is a direct bus departing from Sofia Station and arriving at Plovdiv Bus Station South. Services depart frequently and operate every day.
There are a number of bus operators, one for example is Kamil Koc. The journey takes approximately 2h 10m. A one-way bus journey will cost
approximately 10 Lev (around €5).

Taxi
A Taxi will take approximately 1 hour and 30 minutes and will cost around 160-180 Lev (€80-€90).



Straddling seven hills, Plovdiv is Europe’s oldest continually inhabited city and the remains of settlements
dating back 7,000 years have been discovered there. With its easy charm, there is a lot to discover in this
Eastern European gem. 

 

Milyo, was a local prankster and mimic and his statue is located in Plovdiv’s pedestrianised shopping district.
Milyo cups his ear to eavesdrop on the conversations of busy shoppers. 
Bulgaria’s first working mosque is located in the shopping district of the city. You cannot miss its towering
minaret. Originally built in 1364, it was demolished and rebuilt in the mid-15th century. 

If you fancy a hike in 2019’s European City of Culture, then try Bunardzhik Hill which offers spectacular 360
degree panoramic views of the city. Atop the hill is the Alyosha Monument. 20-foot high and lined with
granite, the statue is a monument to the Red Army. 
Finally, the trendy Kapana district is a must visit. Literally translated as “the Trap,” here you will find creative
murals, workshops, studios, cozy restaurants, and Café’s. 

Plovdiv – What to see

The highlight of the city is the magnificent Roman
amphitheatre, discovered during a freak landslide in

1972. Once holding 6,000 spectators, it has now been
mostly restored and holds concerts to this very day. The
amphitheatre can be viewed for free from various parts
of the city, or you can pay a small fee to gain access to

the venue. 

 
The stadium of Philippopolis is mostly hidden under a
pedestrian area, but parts are visible and accessible for

exploration. Here is a tip, via the H&M store in the city, you
can access the stadium and experience what it was like to

enter the arena as a gladiator. 

The old town with its cobblestone lanes and
mid-19th century architecture has a number of

galleries and house museums. Pick of the bunch
are the Hindlian House and Ethnographical

Museum. Hindlian House was once owned by a
merchant and built between 1835 and 1840. It is

full of period features and frescoes of Venice,
Alexandria, and Constantinople. The

Ethnographical Museum is a stunning building
with regional displays and artefacts. 



The Good Stuff!
Irish Bars in Plovdiv

Judge O’Neill’s
Address: Konstantin Stoilov 2, 4000 Plovdiv

With over 200 whiskeys, 8 beers on draught,
Irish IPA, Irish craft red, Irish craft stout,

Guinness, Munich Weiss and Krombacher
pils. Judge O’Neill’s also does a decent steak. 

These locations have been carefully selected by our in house expert James Agnew

Temple Bar
Address: Knyaz Alexander I 36 Plovdiv 4000 Plovdiv

In the heart of Plovdiv centre, in Temple Bar
you can find more than 60 different beers,

including Guinness on tap. For those who fancy
grabbing a bite to eat they also offer a selection

of tapas. Whether for a quick stop on a bar
crawl or a longer visit, you don't want to miss

out.

Morrigan Irish Bar
Address: ulitsa Petko Karavelov 17 Plovdiv

4000 Plovdiv

The pub offers a nice selection of beers on
tap, good whiskeys, cocktails, over 50 kinds
of shots and sporting events on the big TV

screen. 



The Good Stuff!
What to Eat

 James Agnew

Editor’s Note: James wanted to choose somewhere a little bit more sophisticated (silly James). Instead, your editor
demanded James gives YOU , dear reader, what you really want. Somewhere that doesn’t break the bank (hardly likely in

Bulgaria) and won’t give you the two-bob bits. You’re Welcome.  

*Editor’s Note / Disclaimer: We take no responsibility if you do, I’ll be going to McDonalds. 

Hesburger, Plovdiv
Address: G. Plovdiv, ul. Knyaz Alexander 1st 37 p.k. 4000

Fast food outlet located in the centre of Plovdiv. Cheaper than McDonalds, you can purchase a
burger, chips and a drink for 5.25 Lev (Approximately €2.60)



KELLEHER Caoimhín  (Liverpool)
BAZUNU Gavin (Southampton)
TRAVERS Mark (Bournemouth)
DOHERTY Matt (Wolves)
O’BRIEN Jake (Everton)
COLLINS Nathan (Brentford)
O’SHEA Dara (Ipswich Town)
ABANKWAH James (Udinese)
DUNNE Jimmy (Queens Park Rangers)
BRADY Robbie (P.N.E.)
O’DOWDA Callum (Cardiff City)
CULLEN Josh (Burnley)
KNIGHT Jason (Bristol City)
SMALLBONE Will (Southampton)
TAYLOR Jack (Ipswich Town)
AZAZ Finn (Middlesbrough)
SYKES Mark (Bristol City)
PARROTT Troy (Az Alkmaar)
FERGUSON Evan (Brighton)
IDAH Adam (Glasgow Celtic)
ARMSTRONG Sinclair (Bristol City)
JOHNSTON Mikey (West Bromwich Albion)
VATA Rocco (Watford)

Republic of

Ireland

Manager: Heimir Hallgrímsson

Assistant: John O’Shea



MITOV Dimitar  (Aberdeen)
ILIEV Plamen (Black Sea)
SHEITANOV Dimitar (September)
ANTOV Valentin  (Cremonese)
PETKOV Alex (Shlionsk)
PETROV Simeon (Fehervar)
NUREMBERGER Fabian (Darmstadt)
PETROV Christian (Heerenveen)
ATANASOV Zivko (Black Mope)
DIMITROV Christian (Levski)
POPOV Viktor (Black Sea)
MINKOV Nikolai (Botev Plovidv)
NEDYALKOV Anton (Ludogorets)
GRUEV Ilia (Leeds United)
KRAEV Andrian (Casa Pia)
KRESTEV Philip (Tsvole)
MILANOV Georgi (Dinamo Bucharest)
PANAYOTOV Vasil (Black Sea)
STOYANOV Christian (Slavia)
PETKOV Marin (Levsky)
ILIEV Ilian (CSKA)
SHOPOV Stanislav (CSKA)
KRAEV Bozhidar (Western Sydney)
PETKOV Lukas (Elversberg)
DESPODOV Kirill (PAOK)
KIRILOV Radoslav (CSKA 1948)
IVANOV Stanislav (ARDA)
NIKOLOV Vlasdimir (SLAVIA)

Bulgaria
Manager: Ilian Iliev

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ilian_Iliev


Located in the Kamenitsa neighbourhood of Plovdiv, the recently refurbished Hristo Botev Stadium has a
capacity of 18,777 spectators (with designated space for 1,500 away fans). The pitch is natural grass and is
orientated north-south, and surrounded by single tier stands. Sightlines are excellent and unobstructed. 
The main stand is equipped with facilities and VIP boxes, and is located on the west side, while the “ultras”
section is positioned in the south. The away fans section is located in the northeast part of the stadium. 
All stands are covered, although the roof does not extend to the lowest rows. Floodlights are installed under the
roof. 

The stadiums colour scheme reflects the colours of Botev Plovdiv FC, with yellow and black seats. 
The new stadium has become a symbol of the determination of Botev Plovdiv FC and its fans, who for years
demanded the stadiums reconstruction under the slogan “Kolezha or death”. The stadium is categorised as a
UEFA Category 4. 

Hristo Botev Stadium



Watch now on youtube
@Lansdowneroad



01 Jun 1977  Bulgaria v Republic of Ireland - L 2-1 FIFA World Cup

12 Oct 1977 Republic of Ireland v Bulgaria - D 0-0 FIFA World Cup

19 May 1979 Bulgaria v Republic of Ireland - L 1-0 UEFA European Championship

17 Oct 1979 Republic of Ireland v Bulgaria - W 3-0 UEFA European Championship

01 Apr 1987 Bulgaria v Republic of Ireland - L 2-1 UEFA European Championship

14 Oct 1987 Republic of Ireland v Bulgaria - W 2-0 UEFA European Championship

18 Aug 2004 Republic of Ireland v Bulgaria - D 1-1 International Friendly

28 Mar 2009 Republic of Ireland v Bulgaria - D 1-1 FIFA World Cup

06 Jun 2009 Bulgaria v Republic of Ireland - D 1-1 FIFA World Cup

10 Sep 2019 Republic of Ireland v Bulgaria - W 3-1 International Friendly

03 Sep 2020 Bulgaria v Republic of Ireland - D 1-1 UEFA Nations League

18 Nov 2020 Republic of Ireland v Bulgaria - D 0-0 UEFA Nations League

Ireland v Bulgaria
Head-to-Head Record



HAVE YOUR SAY &  GET INVOLVED,
on youtube, twitter & facebook.



In a qualifier for the 1988 European Championship, Bulgaria defeated Ireland 2-1 at a rain-
drenched Vasil Levski Stadium in Sofia. The result put the Bulgarians second in Group 7 with
4 points and Ireland (by dint of an inferior goal difference) were in third place on the same
number of points. 

Bulgaria took the lead in the 40th minute. A long ball from the back was aimed for Nasko
Sirakov. He got between Kevin Moran and Mick McCarthy and used his muscle to tee up
Ayan Sadakov, who controlled the ball with his right foot and struck a left footed shot into the
net past Pat Bonner. Despite Sirakov appearing to commit a foul in the buildup, the referee
gave the advantage to the Bulgarians. 

Frank Stapleton equalised in the 51st minute after a free kick by Liam Brady was lofted into
the box. After some head tennis on the edge of the area, Paul McGrath nodded the ball on and
Stapleton applied the finish into the left of the net with his right foot. 

Latchezar Tanev won the game for Bulgaria in the 81st minute when he converted a penalty. It
looked like Sirakov was upended just outside the box, but the referee deemed the
infringement to have occurred just inside the area. Tanev sent Bonner the wrong way as he
duly dispatched his spot kick into the bottom right of the net. 

Both Bulgaria goals were certainly dubious and Ireland suffered a disappointing defeat
despite a battling performance. 

Flashback
Bulgaria v Ireland Flashback – 1st April 1987



A look at the  Bulgarians

Nicknamed “The Lions”, the Bulgarian national team’s most notable achievement is
finishing in fourth place at the 1994 World Cup in the USA. In total they have featured in
seven World Cups, debuting in 1962 and last appearing in 1998. In addition, they have
participated in two European Championships, in 1996 and 2004. 

Bulgaria is currently ranked 82 in the FIFA rankings. Their highest ever placing was 8th in
June 1995 and their lowest was 96th in May 2012. The Bulgarian’s biggest win came in 1956
when they defeated Singapore 10-2. Their heaviest defeat came against Spain in 1933, a
match that they lost 13-0. 
Their most capped player (with 105 appearances) is Stiliyan Petrov. Their highest ever goal
scorers are Dimitar Berbatov and Hristo Bonev, both tied on 48 goals. 

The Bulgarian National team are coached by Ilian Iliev, who is also the Head Coach of
Bulgarian First League club Cherno More. Captain of the national side is Kiril Despodov,
who plays for Greek Super League club PAOK. The Bulgarian squad is made up of a number
of domestic players, with other players plying their trade in Scotland, the Netherlands,
England, Romania and Australia. 

Traditionally the Bulgarian national team played at the Vasil Levski National Stadium in
Sofia, although recently the national team has relocated to the freshly renovated Hristo
Botev stadium in Plovidv. 

In the most recent Nations League campaign, Bulgaria played in League C, group 3 which
also contained Northern Ireland, Belarus and Luxembourg. With a record of two wins, three
draws and one defeat, Bulgaria finished second and qualified for this promotion/relegation
play off against Ireland, to determine who will play in Nations League B next campaign. 

By James Agnew



Your go to traditional Irish Pub situated in the Heart of North
West London, serving authentic Irish food daily, a vast selection

of drinks and cocktails combined with a vibrant weekend
nightlife.

Claddagh Ring
10 Church Road

NW4 4EA

0208 203 2600
 info@claddagh-ring.co.uk

Monday to Thursday:
Midday - 11pm

Food Served Midday - 9pm
Friday:

Midday - 2am
Food Served Midday -10pm

Saturday:
Midday - 2.30am

Food served Midday - 10pm
Sunday:

Midday - 11pm ( Bank Holiday Sunday's Open til 3am)
Food served Midday - 9pm

Opening Times



Useful Information
Supporters travelling to Plovdiv, Bulgaria for the Bulgaria v Republic of Ireland UEFA Nations League play-
off on Thursday, March 20 are advised of the following information.
The game will be played in the Hristo Botev Stadium in Plovdiv. The address is Hristo Botev Stadium,
Iztochen 10, 4017 Plovdiv.

Gates will open at 19.45 which is two hours before kick-off and a meeting point has been organised to
facilitate access to the stadium. This includes free match parking for coaches and cars of visiting
supporters. The meeting point is at restaurant Kamengrad Ul. Dimitar Rizov, 4023 Plovdiv and hot and
cold food will be available with Alcohol and soft drinks also on sale. The area will be cordoned off by the
police exclusively for Irish fans from 15.45 on matchday so we would encourage supporters to enjoy the
hospitality at this location.

The Bulgarian police have also requested that all fans to use the meeting point and fans will be escorted on
foot to the away end by the police. Please note: it is a 2km walk so may not be suitable for some fans.
The away fans will be in Block D1 and that area has approximately 1300 seats.

The stadium is 1.8km from Stefan Stombolov square and also well served by public transport. Bus 10
(every 30 mins) and Bus 36 (every 15 mins) serve the stadium from the centre. The bus costs BG 1 (approx.
50 cent) but also, taxis are reasonably plentiful and cheap with no taxi in Plovdiv should cost more than
ten euro.

Important to note however that after the game, fans will most likely have to walk back to the centre. We
request that those who can walk leave the taxis for those who need them.

We expect most fans to arrive via Sofia airport. The bus from Sofia to Plovdiv costs approx. ten euro with
the train being cheaper. Some supporters’ clubs have organised private buses and private transfers are
also available.
Plovdiv airport has flights to/from London, Birmingham and Manchester which will suit some fans. It is
serviced by Bus 7 to the city centre.

Accessible seating will be available. Please contact customer-relations@fai.ie as always for accessible
seating for home and away games.



Useful Information
Some general stadium info: 

There are no bag storage facilities at the stadium.
It is against the law to be in possession of pyro in Bulgaria.
Flags and banners can be hung in the Irish section but will be checked on entry.
There will be no fanzone or area for tickletless fans to watch the game.
Drinks and snacks will be on sale in the Irish end
Cash only (Bulgarian lev) will be accepted.
Please note no alcohol will be on sale in the visiting sector of the stadium.
Fans require their original passport or ID document provided to the ticket office (photocopies or
photos are not accepted) and their match ticket to access the stadium.
Please note your match ticket does NOT cover any public transport. Please buy public transport
tickets as normal.

A holdback of visiting fans after the game is planned for those in the €10 seats. We expect this to be 30-
60 minutes. Details will be communicated during the second half. We have been assured refreshments
will remain on sale and access to sanitary facilities will be in place.
Please note the emergency number in Bulgaria is 112. We recommend having a scan of your passport on
your phone and in your email in case it gets lost or stolen. This will aid having replacement travel
documents issued.

The Irish Embassy is located at Platinum Business Centre (4th floor), 26-30 Bacho Kiro St.1000
Sofia. Opening hours Mon-Fri 10.00-13.00 & 14.00-16.00.

If you require consular assistance please call +359 2 985 3425

If you cannot reach the embassy you can call the DFA Duty officer (24 hours) on +353 1 4082000.
Please note DFA guidelines on Bulgaria: https://www.ireland.ie/en/dfa/overseas-travel/advice/bulgaria/
Please remember to behave in a way at all times that reflects the hugely positive image Irish football fans
have at home and abroad.



Support the page!

BUY US A KOFI

ko-fi.com/lansdowneroad



A winning team


